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2 Corinthians 12:1-10 (The Message, MSG)
1-5 You’ve forced me to talk this way, and I do it against my better judgment. But now that we’re at
it, I may as well bring up the matter of visions and revelations that God gave me. For instance, I
know a man who, fourteen years ago, was seized by Christ and swept in ecstasy to the heights of
heaven. I really don’t know if this took place in the body or out of it; only God knows. I also know that
this man was hijacked into paradise—again, whether in or out of the body, I don’t know; God knows.
There he heard the unspeakable spoken, but was forbidden to tell what he heard. This is the man I
want to talk about. But about myself, I’m not saying another word apart from the humiliations. 6 If I
had a mind to brag a little, I could probably do it without looking ridiculous, and I’d still be speaking
plain truth all the way. But I’ll spare you. I don’t want anyone imagining me as anything other than
the fool you’d encounter if you saw me on the street or heard me talk. 7-10 Because of the
extravagance of those revelations, and so I wouldn’t get a big head, I was given the gift of a
handicap to keep me in constant touch with my limitations. Satan’s angel did his best to get me
down; what he in fact did was push me to my knees. No danger then of walking around high and
mighty! At first I didn’t think of it as a gift, and begged God to remove it. Three times I did that, and
then he told me, My grace is enough; it’s all you need. My strength comes into its own in your
weakness. Once I heard that, I was glad to let it happen. I quit focusing on the handicap and began
appreciating the gift. It was a case of Christ’s strength moving in on my weakness. Now I take
limitations in stride, and with good cheer, these limitations that cut me down to size—abuse,
accidents, opposition, bad breaks. I just let Christ take over! And so the weaker I get, the stronger I
become.
The enemy gave you a gift...use it!
Ø Joseph would not be the leader he was without the pit, without prison,
without the pain from his family.
Ø The Three Hebrew boys would not have seen Jesus the way they did
without the fire.
Ø Paul would have never become the Apostle he was without his past.
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Ø Problems in a believer's life are there to be solved
Ø Problems that are not addressed can become curses
Ø A curse is nothing but a problem that was accepted and not addressed.
Your thorn is your gift that God will use!
1 Corinthians 10:12-13 (New Life Version, NLV)
12 So watch yourself! The person who thinks he can stand against sin had better watch that he
does not fall into sin. 13 You have never been tempted to sin in any different way than other people.
God is faithful. He will not allow you to be tempted more than you can take. But when you are
tempted, He will make a way for you to keep from falling into sin.
1 Corinthians 10:12-13 (New King James Version, NKJV)
12 Therefore let him who thinks he stands take heed lest he fall. 13 No temptation has overtaken
you except such as is common to man; but God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted
beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will also make the way of escape, that you may
be able to bear it.
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God’s gift of Grace/Holy Spirit requires three elements:
Ø Recognition
Ø Repentance
Ø Reception
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Acts 2:38 (New Living Translation, NLT)
Peter replied, “Each of you must repent of your sins and turn to God, and be baptized in the name of
Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. Then you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.
The gift from my God
Ephesians 4:7 (NLT)
However, he has given each one of us a special gift through the generosity of Christ.
1 Corinthians 12:7 (NLT)
A spiritual gift is given to each of us so we can help each other.
Galatians 5:22-23 (MSG)
22-23 But what happens when we live God’s way? He brings gifts into our lives, much the same way
that fruit appears in an orchard—things like affection for others, exuberance about life, serenity. We
develop a willingness to stick with things, a sense of compassion in the heart, and a conviction that
a basic holiness permeates things and people. We find ourselves involved in loyal commitments, not
needing to force our way in life, able to marshal and direct our energies wisely.
Galatians 5:22-23 (NLT)
22 But the Holy Spirit produces this kind of fruit in our lives: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness,
goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, and self-control. There is no law against these things!
Close
Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer
Had a very shiny nose
And if you ever saw it,
You would even say it glows,
And all of the other reindeer
Used to laugh and call him names,
They never let poor Rudolph
Join in any reindeer games,
Then one foggy Christmas Eve,
Santa came to say,
Rudolph with your nose so bright,
Won't you guide my sleigh tonight
Then how all the reindeer loved him,
As they shouted out with glee,
Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer,
You'll go down in history.
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