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Barriers to Faith
• Flesh
Matthew 26:41 (Amplified Bible)
41All of you must keep awake (give strict attention, be cautious and active) and watch and
pray, that you may not come into temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.
Romans 7:5‐6 (New King James Version)
5 For when we were in the flesh, the sinful passions which were aroused by the law were at
work in our members to bear fruit to death. 6 But now we have been delivered from the law,
having died to what we were held by, so that we should serve in the newness of the Spirit and
not in the oldness of the letter.
Romans 8:1 (Amplified Bible)
1THEREFORE, [there is] now no condemnation (no adjudging guilty of wrong) for those who are
in Christ Jesus, who live [and] walk not after the dictates of the flesh, but after the dictates of
the Spirit.
Romans 13:14 (Amplified Bible)
14But clothe yourself with the Lord Jesus Christ (the Messiah), and make no provision for
[indulging] the flesh [put a stop to thinking about the evil cravings of your physical nature] to
[gratify its] desires (lusts).
2 Corinthians 1:17 (Amplified Bible)
17Now because I changed my original plan, was I being unstable and capricious? Or what I plan,
do I plan according to the flesh [like a worldly man], ready to say Yes, yes, [when it may mean]
No, no?
Galatians 5:19‐21 (New Living Translation)
19 When you follow the desires of your sinful nature (flesh), the results are very clear: sexual
immorality, impurity, lustful pleasures, 20 idolatry, sorcery, hostility, quarreling, jealousy,
outbursts of anger, selfish ambition, dissension, division, 21 envy, drunkenness, wild parties,
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and other sins like these. Let me tell you again, as I have before, that anyone living that sort of
life will not inherit the Kingdom of God.
Galatians 6:8 (Amplified Bible)
8For he who sows to his own flesh (lower nature, sensuality) will from the flesh reap decay and
ruin and destruction, but he who sows to the Spirit will from the Spirit reap eternal life.
Ephesians 2:3 (Amplified Bible)
3Among these we as well as you once lived and conducted ourselves in the passions of our flesh
[our behavior governed by our corrupt and sensual nature], obeying the impulses of the flesh
and the thoughts of the mind [our cravings dictated by our senses and our dark imaginings]. We
were then by nature children of [God's] wrath and heirs of [His] indignation, like the rest of
mankind.
2 Peter 2:9‐11 (New King James Version)
9 then the Lord knows how to deliver the godly out of temptations and to reserve the unjust
under punishment for the day of judgment, 10 and especially those who walk according to the
flesh in the lust of uncleanness and despise authority. They are presumptuous, self‐willed. They
are not afraid to speak evil of dignitaries, 11 whereas angels, who are greater in power and
might, do not bring a reviling accusation against them before the Lord.
2 Peter 2:9‐11 (New Living Translation)
9 So you see, the Lord knows how to rescue godly people from their trials, even while keeping
the wicked under punishment until the day of final judgment. 10 He is especially hard on those
who follow their own twisted sexual desire, and who despise authority. These people are proud
and arrogant, daring even to scoff at supernatural beings without so much as trembling. 11 But
the angels, who are far greater in power and strength, do not dare to bring from the Lord a
charge of blasphemy against those supernatural beings.
1 John 2:16 (New King James Version)
16 For all that is in the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life—is
not of the Father but is of the world.
1 Peter 4:1‐2 (Amplified Bible)
1SO, SINCE Christ suffered in the flesh for us, for you, arm yourselves with the same thought
and purpose [patiently to suffer rather than fail to please God]. For whoever has suffered in the
flesh [having the mind of Christ] is done with [intentional] sin [has stopped pleasing himself and
the world, and pleases God],
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2So that he can no longer spend the rest of his natural life living by [his] human appetites and
desires, but [he lives] for what God wills.
Philippians 3:3 (Amplified Bible)
3For we [Christians] are the true circumcision, who worship God in spirit and by the Spirit of
God and exult and glory and pride ourselves in Jesus Christ, and put no confidence or
dependence [on what we are] in the flesh and on outward privileges and physical advantages
and external appearances‐‐
• Folks – Every relationship takes you toward your dreams or away from them
2 Corinthians 5:11 (Amplified Bible)
11Therefore, being conscious of fearing the Lord with respect and reverence, we seek to win
people over [to persuade them]. But what sort of persons we are is plainly recognized and
thoroughly understood by God, and I hope that it is plainly recognized and thoroughly
understood also by your consciences (your inborn discernment).
Proverbs 1:10‐11, 15 (Contemporary English Version)
10Don't be tempted by sinners or listen 11when they say, "Come on! Let's gang up and kill
somebody, just for the fun of it! 15Don't follow anyone like that or do what they do.
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