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Mind-Set to God’s Perspective
Ø In 1 Samuel 15:2-3, God commanded Saul and the Israelites, “This is what the
LORD Almighty says: 'I will punish the Amalekites for what they did to Israel
when they waylaid them as they came up from Egypt. Now go, attack the
Amalekites and totally destroy everything that belongs to them. Do not spare
them; put to death men and women, children and infants, cattle and sheep,
camels and donkeys.'" God ordered similar things when the Israelites were
invading the promised land (Deuteronomy 2:34; 3:6; 20:16-18). Why would God
have the Israelites exterminate an entire group of people, women and
children included?
Ø God exists in our past, present and future. God knew what the results would
be if Israel did not completely eradicate the Amalekites. If Israel did not carry
out God’s orders, the Amalekites would come back to trouble the Israelites in
the future. Saul claimed to have killed everyone but the Amalekite king Agag
(1 Samuel 15:20). Obviously, Saul was lying—just a couple of decades later,
there were enough Amalekites to take David and his men’s families captive (1
Samuel 30:1-2). After David and his men attacked the Amalekites and rescued
their families, 400 Amalekites escaped. If Saul had fulfilled what God had
commanded him, this never would have occurred. Several hundred years
later, a descendant of Agag, Haman, tried to have the entire Jewish people
exterminated (see the book of Esther). So, Saul’s incomplete obedience
almost resulted in Israel’s destruction. God knew this would occur, so He
ordered the extermination of the Amalekites ahead of time.
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To see from God’s perspective I am going to have to think from God’s
perspective
1 Corinthians 2:10-16 (Amplified Bible, Classic Edition, AMPC)
10 Yet to us God has unveiled and revealed them by and through His Spirit, for the [Holy] Spirit
searches diligently, exploring and examining everything, even sounding the profound and
bottomless things of God [the divine counsels and things hidden and beyond man’s scrutiny]. 11 For
what person perceives (knows and understands) what passes through a man’s thoughts except the
man’s own spirit within him? Just so no one discerns (comes to know and comprehend) the
thoughts of God except the Spirit of God. 12 Now we have not received the spirit [that belongs to]
the world, but the [Holy] Spirit Who is from God, [given to us] that we might realize and comprehend
and appreciate the gifts [of divine favor and blessing so freely and lavishly] bestowed on us by God.
13 And we are setting these truths forth in words not taught by human wisdom but taught by the
[Holy] Spirit, combining and interpreting spiritual truths with spiritual language [to those who possess
the Holy Spirit]. 14 But the natural, nonspiritual man does not accept or welcome or admit into
his heart the gifts and teachings and revelations of the Spirit of God, for they are folly
(meaningless nonsense) to him; and he is incapable of knowing them [of progressively
recognizing, understanding, and becoming better acquainted with them] because they are
spiritually discerned and estimated and appreciated. 15 But the spiritual man tries all things [he
[examines, investigates, inquires into, questions, and discerns all things], yet is himself to be put on
trial and judged by no one [he can read the meaning of everything, but no one can properly discern
or appraise or get an insight into him]. 16 For who has known or understood the mind (the
counsels and purposes) of the Lord so as to guide and instruct Him and give Him
knowledge? But we have the mind of Christ (the Messiah) and do hold the thoughts (feelings
and purposes) of His heart.
We that have freely received His Spirit have the Mind of Christ
1 Corinthians 2:10-16 (Living Bible, TLB)
10 But we know about these things because God has sent his Spirit to tell us, and his Spirit
searches out and shows us all of God’s deepest secrets. 11 No one can really know what anyone
else is thinking or what he is really like except that person himself. And no one can know God’s
thoughts except God’s own Spirit. 12 And God has actually given us his Spirit (not the world’s spirit)
to tell us about the wonderful free gifts of grace and blessing that God has given us. 13 In telling you
about these gifts we have even used the very words given to us by the Holy Spirit, not words that we
as men might choose. So we use the Holy Spirit’s words to explain the Holy Spirit’s facts. 14 But the
man who isn’t a Christian can’t understand and can’t accept these thoughts from God, which the
Holy Spirit teaches us. They sound foolish to him because only those who have the Holy Spirit
within them can understand what the Holy Spirit means. Others just can’t take it in. 15 But the
spiritual man has insight into everything, and that bothers and baffles the man of the world, who
can’t understand him at all. 16 How could he? For certainly he has never been one to know the
Lord’s thoughts, or to discuss them with him, or to move the hands of God by prayer. But, strange
as it seems, we Christians actually do have within us a portion of the very thoughts and mind
of Christ.
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Mind-Set to God’s Perspective
Ø God would not ask you to do something that you could not do, it’s a choice!
Colossians 3:2 (AMPC)
And set your minds and keep them set on what is above (the higher things), not on the things
that are on the earth.
God already knows He can take care of you…He simply wants you to know it
also
Isaiah 26:3 (New King James Version, NKJV)
You will keep him in perfect peace, Whose mind is stayed on You, Because he trusts in You.
Philippians 4:18-20 (The Message, MSG)
18-20 And now I have it all—and keep getting more! The gifts you sent with Epaphroditus were
more than enough, like a sweet-smelling sacrifice roasting on the altar, filling the air with fragrance,
pleasing God no end. You can be sure that God will take care of everything you need, his
generosity exceeding even yours in the glory that pours from Jesus. Our God and Father
abounds in glory that just pours out into eternity. Yes.
How do I begin to Set my Mind?
Colossians 3:15-17 (AMPC)
15 And let the peace (soul harmony which comes) from Christ rule (act as umpire
continually) in your hearts [deciding and settling with finality all questions that arise in your
minds, in that peaceful state] to which as [members of Christ’s] one body you were also called [to
live]. And be thankful (appreciative), [giving praise to God always]. 16 Let the word [spoken by]
Christ (the Messiah) have its home [in your hearts and minds] and dwell in you in [all its]
richness, as you teach and admonish and train one another in all insight and intelligence and
wisdom [in spiritual things, and as you sing] psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, making melody
to God with [His] grace in your hearts. 17 And whatever you do [no matter what it is] in word or
deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus and in [dependence upon] His Person, giving
praise to God the Father through Him.
Ø Get rid of competing thoughts
Romans 12:1-2 (Amplified, AMP)
1 Therefore I urge you, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies
[dedicating all of yourselves, set apart] as a living sacrifice, holy and well-pleasing to God, which is
your rational (logical, intelligent) act of worship. 2 And do not be conformed to this world [any longer
with its superficial values and customs], but be transformed and progressively changed [as you
mature spiritually] by the [Entire] renewing of your mind [focusing on godly values and ethical
attitudes], so that you may prove [for yourselves] what the will of God is, that which is good and
acceptable and perfect [in His plan and purpose for you].
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Ø Get rid of competing thoughts
2 Corinthians 10:5 (King James Version, KJV)
Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God,
and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ;
Ø Your mind has the ability to build your imaginations…
Galatians 2:19-21 (New Living Translation, NLT)
19 For when I tried to keep the law, it condemned me. So I died to the law—I stopped trying to meet
all its requirements—so that I might live for God. 20 My old self has been crucified with Christ. It is
no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me. So I live in this earthly body by trusting in the Son of
God, who loved me and gave himself for me. 21 I do not treat the grace of God as meaningless. For
if keeping the law could make us right with God, then there was no need for Christ to die.
Romans 6:11-14 (NLT)
11 So you also should consider yourselves to be dead to the power of sin and alive to God through
Christ Jesus. 12 Do not let sin control the way you live; do not give in to sinful desires. 13 Do not let
any part of your body become an instrument of evil to serve sin. Instead, give yourselves completely
to God, for you were dead, but now you have new life. So use your whole body as an instrument to
do what is right for the glory of God. 14 Sin is no longer your master, for you no longer live under the
requirements of the law. Instead, you live under the freedom of God’s grace.
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