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Sermon Notes from December 19, 2021

God wants to:

> Talk to you
> Teach you
> Train you
» Trust Him

God wants to Talk to you: God talks through His still, small voice inside our
hearts.

> In 1 Kings 19, the prophet Elijah encounters God through a “still, small”
voice. This is the best way to describe God’s voice in our lives. God’s voice
is profoundly audible, though it isn’t always distinguishable by our physical
ears.
God doesn’t have to speak loudly, because He lives in our hearts. He
doesn’t want to intimidate us. God is a master of communication, and He
speaks our language. When you pray, listen for a still, small voice inside
your heart that is the most loving voice you’ve ever heard. That is God.
Follow that voice!

John 10:27-28 Amplified Bible

27 The sheep that are My own hear My voice and listen to Me; | know them, and they follow Me.

28 And | give them eternal life, and they will never, ever [by any means] perish; and no one will ever
snatch them out of My hand.




God wants to Talk to you: Through other people

> God often uses people to speak to us. One of the primary people He uses is
a wife or husband. God wants to remind us that we need each other. He
also wants us to be humble and teachable in our relations with others.
God uses parents to speak to children. God used Mary to speak to Jesus
when He was a child and an adult. God also uses authority figures to speak
to us. As you pray for guidance, be sure to listen to the voices of others
around you. You obviously can’t listen to everyone, because they aren’t
saying the same thing. But you can listen for those times when someone is
saying something to you that God confirms in your heart is from Him.
God speaks to us today. Seek Him daily in His Word and through prayer. As
you do, ask Him to speak to you as you examine your heart and keep it
pure before Him. Be sensitive to His voice in the five areas we have
discussed. It won’t take you long to begin to hear Him and personally
witness the difference His voice makes in your life.

God wants to Talk to you: God talks Through the Rhema Word of God!

> “Faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God (Romans 10:17).
> In the Scripture above, “word” is the Greek word rhema. It means “the
living voice of God” or “the now word of God.” As you read your Bible daily,
you give God an opportunity to speak a rhema word to you. He does this as
you read the Logos, which is the written Word of God.
One of the many reasons we should read the Bible is that God often uses it
as a means for His “living voice” to speak into an area in our lives where
we need it at that time. As you sit down to read the Word daily, ask the
Holy Spirit to help you understand it. Also, ask God to give you
a rhema word as you read. You will find that He will do it often, and those
nuggets of truth will transform your life as you receive and obey them.

God wants to Talk to you: Through open and closed doors.

John 10:9 Amplified Bible
| am the Door; anyone who enters through Me will be saved [and will live forever], and will go in and
out [freely], and find pasture (spiritual security).

> God knows His purpose and destiny for us, and He doesn’t want us to get
off track. He is protective and doesn’t want us to be harmed. Therefore, He
uses circumstances to open doors for us and close doors to us.
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> Pray and receive this...“Lord, open doors for me that no man can close and
close doors for me that no man can open until | am standing in Your
perfect will for my life.”
We can align our hearts with God’s sovereign will and become much more
sensitive to His guidance. Don’t be discouraged when a door is closed.
There will be another one open to guide you into God’s will for your life. He
is faithful and is working all around you to guide and keep you.

God wants to Talk to you: Through a sense of peace.

> The peace of God in our hearts is one of the most important ways that God
speaks to us daily. Through His peace, He guides us situationally, just as
an umpire directs a game situation by situation. As we pray for direction
from the Lord, in many cases He doesn’t answer by saying something to us.
Instead, He answers through His peace.
As you seek the Lord’s guidance, you should always pay attention to the
level of peace in your life regarding the issue you are seeking Him about.
God has an eternal perspective and isn’t limited by circumstances. As you
pray for daily direction, don’t forget God’s peace. It will follow you

throughout the day and “umpire” those decisions that can come at you so
fast.




