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Sermon Notes from October 11, 2020 
 
God will use what you have to produce your miracle 
 
1 Corinthians 10:13 Easy-to-Read 
The only temptations that you have are the same temptations that all people have. But you can trust 
God. He will not let you be tempted more than you can bear. But when you are tempted, God will 
also give you a way to escape that temptation. Then you will be able to endure it. 
 
2 Kings 4:1-7 New King James Version  
1 A certain woman of the wives of the sons of the prophets cried out to Elisha, saying, “Your servant 
my husband is dead, and you know that your servant feared the Lord. And the creditor is coming to 
take my two sons to be his slaves.” 2 So Elisha said to her, “What shall I do for you? Tell me, what 
do you have in the house?” And she said, “Your maidservant has nothing in the house but a jar of 
oil.” 3 Then he said, “Go, borrow vessels from everywhere, from all your neighbors—empty vessels; 
do not gather just a few. 4 And when you have come in, you shall shut the door behind you and your 
sons; then pour it into all those vessels, and set aside the full ones.” 5 So she went from him and 
shut the door behind her and her sons, who brought the vessels to her; and she poured it out. 
6 Now it came to pass, when the vessels were full, that she said to her son, “Bring me another 
vessel.” And he said to her, “There is not another vessel.” So the oil ceased. 7 Then she came and 
told the man of God. And he said, “Go, sell the oil and pay your debt; and you and your sons live on 
the rest.” 

! Daily as we search to find answers to our problems it is important to realize 
that we have been given a today seed to produce a future harvest. That seed 
today has the potential of producing a future harvest of answers to 
problems...your problems and others as well.  

! It is important to create and/or maintain a relationship with God because 
based on our examples God walks us through a growth process toward our 
answer. 
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! Be careful of thinking the value of what you have does not equal to the value 
of what you need. 

Your Miracle: Butterfly 

! A man found a cocoon of a butterfly. One day a small opening appeared. He 
sat and watched the butterfly for several hours as it struggled to force its 
body through that little hole. Until it suddenly stopped making any progress 
and looked like it was stuck. So the man decided to help the butterfly. He 
took a pair of scissors and snipped off the remaining bit of the cocoon. The 
butterfly then emerged easily, although it had a swollen body and small, 
shriveled wings. The man didn’t think anything of it and sat there waiting for 
the wings to enlarge to support the butterfly. But that didn’t happen. The 
butterfly spent the rest of its life unable to fly, crawling around with tiny 
wings and a swollen body. Despite the kind heart of the man, he didn’t 
understand that the restricting cocoon and the struggle needed by the 
butterfly to get itself through the small opening; were God’s way of forcing 
fluid from the body of the butterfly into its wings. To prepare itself for flying 
once it was out of the cocoon. 

! Moral of the story: Our struggles in life develop our strengths. Without 
struggles, we never grow and never get stronger, so it’s important for us to 
take ownership of our challenges. 

God will use what you have to produce your miracle 
 
John 6:1-14 New International Version (NIV) 
1 Some time after this, Jesus crossed to the far shore of the Sea of Galilee (that is, the Sea of 
Tiberias), 2 and a great crowd of people followed him because they saw the signs he had performed 
by healing the sick. 3 Then Jesus went up on a mountainside and sat down with his disciples. 4 The 
Jewish Passover Festival was near. 5 When Jesus looked up and saw a great crowd coming toward 
him, he said to Philip, “Where shall we buy bread for these people to eat?” 6 He asked this only to 
test him, for he already had in mind what he was going to do. 7 Philip answered him, “It would take 
more than half a year’s wages[a] to buy enough bread for each one to have a bite!” 8 Another of his 
disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, spoke up, 9 “Here is a boy with five small barley loaves 
and two small fish, but how far will they go among so many?” 
 
10 Jesus said, “Have the people sit down.” There was plenty of grass in that place, and they sat 
down (about five thousand men were there). 11 Jesus then took the loaves, gave thanks, and 
distributed to those who were seated as much as they wanted. He did the same with the fish. 
12 When they had all had enough to eat, he said to his disciples, “Gather the pieces that are left 
over. Let nothing be wasted.” 13 So they gathered them and filled twelve baskets with the pieces of 
the five barley loaves left over by those who had eaten. 14 After the people saw the sign Jesus 
performed, they began to say, “Surely this is the Prophet who is to come into the world.” 
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God will use what you have to produce your miracle 

! In ancient times, a King had a boulder placed on a roadway. He then hid 
himself and watched to see if anyone would move the boulder out of the way. 
Some of the king’s wealthiest merchants and courtiers came by and simply 
walked around it. Many people loudly blamed the King for not keeping the 
roads clear, but none of them did anything about getting the stone out of the 
way. 

! At the same time a peasant was in the market buying groceries for his family. 
Unfortunately he was not able to get all of the groceries he needed to feed his 
family; but he thanked God for what he could get and headed home. Upon 
approaching the boulder, the peasant laid down his few groceries and tried to 
push the stone out of the road. After much pushing and straining, he finally 
succeeded. After the peasant went back to pick up his groceries, he noticed a 
purse lying in the road where the boulder had been. The purse contained 
many gold coins and a note from the King explaining that the gold was for the 
person who removed the boulder from the roadway. 

God will use what you have to produce your miracle 

! Pray about what you have 
! Know that what you have is a seed for your harvest 
! Embrace the process and endure through  
! Be in faith using your substance with the hope of it becoming what you are 

believing for even though you don’t see it yet. 
! Be thankful knowing that God is with you every step of the way 
! Be in expectation walking in the Joy of the Lord 

 

 


