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How the Kingdom works 
 
Mark 4:1-20 New Living Translation 
13 Then Jesus said to them, “If you can’t understand the meaning of this parable, how will you 
understand all the other parables? 14 The farmer plants seed by taking God’s word to 
others. 15 The seed that fell on the footpath represents those who hear the message, only to have 
Satan come at once and take it away. 16 The seed on the rocky soil represents those who hear the 
message and immediately receive it with joy. 17 But since they don’t have deep roots, they don’t 
last long. They fall away as soon as they have problems or are persecuted for believing God’s 
word. 18 The seed that fell among the thorns represents others who hear God’s word, 19 but all 
too quickly the message is crowded out by the worries of this life, the lure of wealth, and the desire 
for other things, so no fruit is produced. 20 And the seed that fell on good soil represents those 
who hear and accept God’s word and produce a harvest of thirty, sixty, or even a hundred times as 
much as had been planted!” 
 
Seed time and harvest time is a process 
 
Mark 4:26-29 The Message 
26-29 Then Jesus said, “God’s kingdom is like seed thrown on a field by a man who then goes to 
bed and forgets about it. The seed sprouts and grows—he has no idea how it happens. The earth 
does it all without his help: first a green stem of grass, then a bud, then the ripened grain. When 
the grain is fully formed, he reaps—harvest time! 
 
2 Corinthians 9:10A Phillips 
10 He who gives the seed to the sower and turns that seed into bread to eat, will give you the seed 
of generosity to sow, and, for harvest, the satisfying bread of good deeds well done.  
 
That’s the favor of God 
 
2 Corinthians 9:6-8 Amplified Bible  

6 Now [remember] this: he who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and he who 
sows generously [that blessings may come to others] will also reap generously [and be 
blessed]. 7 Let each one give [thoughtfully and with purpose] just as he has decided in his heart, 
not grudgingly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver [and delights in the one whose 
heart is in his gift]. 8 And God is able to make all grace [every favor and earthly blessing] come in 
abundance to you, so that you may always [under all circumstances, regardless of the need] have 
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complete sufficiency in everything [being completely self-sufficient in Him], and have an abundance 
for every good work and act of charity. 
 
Proverbs 3:1-4 New Living Translation 
1 My child, never forget the things I have taught you. Store my commands in your heart. 2 If you do 
this, you will live many years, and your life will be satisfying.  3 Never let loyalty and kindness leave 
you!  Tie them around your neck as a reminder.  Write them deep within your heart. 4 Then you will 
find favor with both God and people,  and you will earn a good reputation. 
 
……..With persecution 
 
Mark 10:29-30 New Living Translation 
29 “Yes,” Jesus replied, “and I assure you that everyone who has given up house or brothers or 
sisters or mother or father or children or property, for my sake and for the Good News, 30 will 
receive now in return a hundred times as many houses, brothers, sisters, mothers, children, and 
property—along with persecution. And in the world to come that person will have eternal life.  
 
Matthew 5:10 Amplified Bible  
“Blessed [comforted by inner peace and God’s love] are those who are persecuted for doing that 
which is morally right, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven [both now and forever]. 
 
Believe to receive 
 
Matthew 9:29b New King James Version  
29 Then He touched their eyes, saying, “According to your faith let it be to you.” 
 
Matthew 17:19-21 New King James Version  
19 Then the disciples came to Jesus privately and said, “Why could we not cast it out?” 20 So 
Jesus said to them, “Because of your unbelief; for assuredly, I say to you, if you have faith as a 
mustard seed, you will say to this mountain, ‘Move from here to there,’ and it will move; and 
nothing will be impossible for you. 21 However, this kind does not go out except by prayer and 
fasting.” 
 
 
 


