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Nehemiah 1 Amplified Bible (AMP) 
1 The words of Nehemiah son of Hacaliah:  Now it happened in the month of Chislev, in the 
twentieth year [of the Persian king], as I was in the capitol of Susa, 2 Hanani, one of my brothers, 
and some men from Judah came; and I asked them about the surviving Jews who had escaped and 
survived the captivity, and about Jerusalem. 3 They said to me, “The remnant there in the province 
who survived the captivity are in great distress and reproach; the wall of Jerusalem is broken down 
and its [fortified] gates have been burned (destroyed) by fire.” 4 Now it came about when I heard 
these words, I sat down and wept and mourned for days; and I was fasting and praying [constantly] 
before the God of heaven. 5 And I said, “Please, O Lord God of heaven, the great and awesome 
God, who keeps the covenant and lovingkindness for those who love Him and keep His 
commandments, 6 please let Your ear be attentive and Your eyes open to hear the prayer of Your 
servant which I am praying before You, day and night, on behalf of Your servants, the sons 
(descendants) of Israel (Jacob), confessing the sins of the sons of Israel which we have committed 
against You; I and my father’s house have sinned. 7 We have acted very corruptly against You and 
have not kept the commandments, nor the statutes, nor the ordinances which You commanded 
Your servant Moses. 8 Please remember the word which You commanded Your servant Moses, 
saying, ‘If you are unfaithful and violate your obligations to Me I will scatter you [abroad] among the 
peoples; 9 but if you return to Me and keep My commandments and do them, though those of you 
who have been scattered are in the most remote part of the heavens, I will gather them from there 
and will bring them to the place where I have chosen for My Name to dwell.’ 10 Now they are Your 
servants and Your people whom You have redeemed by Your great power and by Your strong 
hand. 11 Please, O Lord, let Your ear be attentive to the prayer of Your servant and the prayer of 
Your servants who delight to [reverently] fear Your Name [Your essence, Your nature, Your 
attributes, with awe]; and make Your servant successful this day and grant him compassion in the 
sight of this man [the king].” For I was cupbearer to the king [of Persia]. 
 
Prepare to Build Again because the fire is coming   
 
1 Corinthians 3:9-17 Contemporary English Version (CEV)  
9 Apollos and I work together for God, and you are God’s garden and God’s building. 10 God was 
kind and let me become an expert builder. I laid a foundation on which others have built. But we 
must each be careful how we build, 11 because Christ is the only foundation. 12-13 Whatever we 
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build on that foundation will be tested by fire on the day of judgment. Then everyone will find out if 
we have used gold, silver, and precious stones, or wood, hay, and straw. 14 We will be rewarded if 
our building is left standing. 15 But if it is destroyed by the fire, we will lose everything. Yet we 
ourselves will be saved, like someone escaping from flames. 16 All of you surely know that you are 
God’s temple and that his Spirit lives in you. 17 Together you are God’s holy temple, and God will 
destroy anyone who destroys his temple. 
 
It can be extremely challenging to get your soul (mind, will, emotions) around 
building again  
 
Nehemiah 2:17 Amplified Bible (AMP) 
Then I said to them, “You see the bad situation that we are in—how Jerusalem is desolate and lies 
in ruins and its gates have been burned with fire. 

! Recognize and Repent of your sin 
! Return back to do the work 
! Remember God 

What does it take to build again 

! Zeal - fervor for a person, cause, or object; eager desire or endeavor; 
enthusiastic diligence; ardor. 

! Passion - any powerful or compelling emotion or feeling, as love or hate. 
! Vision - an experience in which a personage, thing, or event appears vividly or 

credibly to the mind, although not actually present, often under the influence 
of a divine or other agency: 

! Calling - a strong impulse or inclination: Divine summons, vocation, or 
invitation. 

Nehemiah 2:11-12 Amplified Bible (AMP) 
11 So I came to Jerusalem and was there for three days. 12 Then I got up in the night, I and a few 
men with me. I did not tell anyone what my God was putting in my heart to do for Jerusalem, 
 
When you get serious about building again you will have detractors 
 
Nehemiah 2:19-20 Amplified Bible (AMP) 
19 But when Sanballat the Horonite and Tobiah the Ammonite official and Geshem the Arab heard 
about it, they mocked us and regarded us with contempt and said, “What is this thing you are doing? 
Are you rebelling against the king?” 20 I answered them, “The God of heaven [has appointed us for 
His purpose and] will give us success; therefore we His servants will arise and build, but you have 
no portion, right, or memorial in Jerusalem.” 
 
Nehemiah 4:1-3 Amplified Bible (AMP)  
1 But when Sanballat heard that we were rebuilding the wall, he became furious, completely 
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enraged, and he ridiculed the Jews. 2 He spoke before his brothers and the army of Samaria, “What 
are these feeble Jews doing? Can they restore it for themselves? Can they offer sacrifices? Can 
they finish in a day? Can they revive the stones from the heaps of dust and rubbish, even the ones 
that have been burned?” 3 Now Tobiah the Ammonite was beside him, and he said, “Even what 
they are building—if a fox should get up on it, he would break down their stone wall.” 
 
A lot of people choose not to build again 
 
Luke 18:18-24 Amplified Bible (AMP) 
18 A certain ruler asked Him, “Good Teacher [You who are essentially and morally good], what shall 
I do to inherit eternal life [that is, eternal salvation in the Messiah’s kingdom]?” 19 Jesus said to him, 
“Why do you call Me good? No one is [essentially and morally] good except God alone. 20 You 
know the commandments: ‘Do not commit adultery, Do not murder, Do not steal, Do not testify 
falsely, Honor your father and your mother.’” 21 He replied, “I have kept all these things from my 
youth.” 22 When Jesus heard this, He said to him, “You still lack one thing; sell everything that you 
have and distribute the money to the poor, and you will have [abundant] treasure in heaven; and 
come, follow Me [becoming My disciple, believing and trusting in Me and walking the same path of 
life that I walk].” 23 But when he heard these things, he became very sad, for he was extremely rich. 
24 Jesus looked at him and said, “How difficult it is for those who are wealthy to enter the kingdom 
of God! 
 
Finances or Faith 

! Count up the cost 

Luke 14:28-32 Amplified Bible (AMP) 
28 For which one of you, when he wants to build a watchtower [for his guards], does not first sit 
down and calculate the cost, to see if he has enough to finish it? 29 Otherwise, when he has laid a 
foundation and is unable to finish [the building], all who see it will begin to ridicule him, 30 saying, 
‘This man began to build and was not able to finish!’ 31 Or what king, when he sets out to meet 
another king in battle, will not first sit down and consider whether he is strong enough with ten 
thousand men to encounter the one who is coming against him with twenty thousand? 32 Or else [if 
he feels he is not powerful enough], while the other [king] is still a far distance away, he sends an 
envoy and asks for terms of peace. 
 
Nehemiah 2:17-18 Amplified Bible (AMP) 
17 Then I said to them, “You see the bad situation that we are in—how Jerusalem is desolate and 
lies in ruins and its gates have been burned with fire. Come, and let us rebuild the wall of Jerusalem, 
so that we will no longer be a disgrace.” 18 Then I told them how the hand of my God had been 
favorable to me and also about the words that the king had spoken to me. And they said, “Let us 
rise up and build.” So they thoroughly supported the good work. 
 
Love others as you Love yourself 

! Care about you and others 
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1 Thessalonians 5:11 Amplified Bible (AMP)  
Therefore encourage and comfort one another and build up one another, just as you are doing. 
 
Romans 14:19 Amplified Bible (AMP) 
So then, let us pursue [with enthusiasm] the things which make for peace and the building up of one 
another [things which lead to spiritual growth]. 
 
Jude 20 Amplified Bible (AMP) 
But you, beloved, build yourselves up on [the foundation of] your most holy faith [continually 
progress, rise like an edifice higher and higher], pray in the Holy Spirit, 
 
Make the Word (Christ) your foundation 

! Check to ensure Christ is our foundation 

1 Corinthians 3:9-17 Contemporary English Version (CEV)  
9 Apollos and I work together for God, and you are God’s garden and God’s building. 10 God was 
kind and let me become an expert builder. I laid a foundation on which others have built. But we 
must each be careful how we build, 11 because Christ is the only foundation. 12-13 Whatever we 
build on that foundation will be tested by fire on the day of judgment. Then everyone will find out if 
we have used gold, silver, and precious stones, or wood, hay, and straw. 14 We will be rewarded if 
our building is left standing. 15 But if it is destroyed by the fire, we will lose everything. Yet we 
ourselves will be saved, like someone escaping from flames. 16 All of you surely know that you are 
God’s temple and that his Spirit lives in you. 17 Together you are God’s holy temple, and God will 
destroy anyone who destroys his temple. 

 
 

 


